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, ow those
three words
turned my life
.| upside down!
We had re-
cently returned
from a trip
through the
Botswana
wilderness when | noticed that | was ‘huffing and
puffing’ somewhat more than normal after com-
pleting some physical work. Thinking that it was
the after effects of a minor cough / cold that | had,
Marion made an appointment with the doctor for
me for the next day. On failing the breathing test,
the doctor suggested that | have a chest X-ray
and the rest is history. Fluid in the chest cavity
had caused my one lung to collapse, an operation
to drain the fluid and carry out biopsies followed
and then, horror of horrors, we were told that |
have a very rare cancer, with only months to live.

| have always believed that | was invincible as
far as my health was concerned and that | would
live well into my 90s as my mother, Lorna, is
demonstrating to good effect. The shock to me
and my incredibly supportive family was over-
whelming as we considered the available options
of chemo- therapy and the possible horrific side
effects, homeopathic solutions or doing absolutely
nothing and letting nature take its course.

In the midst of all this turmoil, decisions had to
be made to get my house in order ensuring finan-
cial security for Marion and that she was aware

/

of all the mundane chores that | do in our shared
responsibilities of daily life.

And then one morning | woke up knowing that
| had to take the chemo route and | firmly believe
that the circumstances that guided me in this di-
rection were as a result of divine intervention.
Marion and I, with the total support of our family,
knew from that moment that we were in the Lord’s
hands and that together with prayer and positive
thought we would embark on re-writing medical
journals.

| must confess that | have never attended
church regularly and that | firmly believed that this
did not make me less of a Christian. | have also
felt strongly about people who rushed to church
only when tragedy strikes their lives and yet this
is exactly what | have done and | now realise how
misguided my faith was.

It is now five months since the diagnosis; |
have recently completed the chemo course with-
out experiencing any major side effects of the
treatment, my lung has inflated somewhat and |
firmly believe that it can only be due to the will of
the Lord that our lives are beginning to return to
normal.

However from now on that ‘normal life’ that |
refer to will include being part of the Christ
Church family where Marion and | have experi-
enced the most overwhelming support, love and
kindness. We pray that over time we will become
more active members and assist others like our-
selves into believing that miracles do happen.

- Roger and Marion Thompson
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4 any years ago when | was a university student |
was involved with holiday-time Children’s Special
Service Missions on beaches around the Western
Cape. On one occasion at Sedgefield | was asked
to tell the parable of the wise man who built his
house upon the rock and the foolish man who built
his house upon the sand. | decided we couldn't
illustrate foundations very well and so adapted the
story to be about a man who built his house of
bricks and a man who built his house of sand.

So we collected about a dozen bricks and a large
galvanised iron bucket to carry water for the ‘rain’.
| then made two mistakes.

| started to tell the story while helpers built a
brick tower and scraped sand into a pile. My first
mistake was to chose a sand builder who had
hands like spades and by the time | announced
the approach of the rain storm he had pulled to-
gether a formidable pile. My second mistake was
to have asked a young woman with pretensions to
be an actress to be the storm. She came in mak-
ing wailing noises and spun round to represent a
whirlwind. Unfortunately as she spun, the bucket
swung out, collected the brick house with a clang
and spread the bricks around the beach. This un-
nerved her so much that she swung the bucket,
hurled the contents at our sand house and mainly
missed! So there | was seeking to draw a moral

from this story with the
house of bricks fallen flat
and the house of sand
standing firm.

In my confusion | was
comforted by the thought
that Christianity is a relig-
ion for those who make
mistakes. Some religions
require you to follow a
clearly laid out set of rules,
ceremonies or pilgrimages
(Islam, Judaism) in order to please God. Others
require you to give no offence to the an-
cestors by keeping things the way they were in
the past (ancestral worship). Still others have
ways to earn your way to a higher spiritual level
by attending courses or working for spiritual im-
provement by gaining access to secret knowledge
(Scientology, Mormonism). But in every case woe
betide you if you fail. If you fail you are a failure!

Jehovah realised that the best of us... St Peter,
St Paul, St Francis, Duncan McLea, Peter Bros-
ter... would fail at times however good our inten-
tions were, and through the sacrifice of His son,
Jesus, made provision for us to be forgiven and to
start again. Christianity recognises and makes
provision for our mistakes so even a house of
stone which lies scattered across the beach is not
the end...
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5 *(
=ots of birthdays this month: Lauren Kellner (5"), fellowship
Nora Herbert (10™), Duncan McLea (11™) Joan on the theme
Hamer (21%), Bob Mitchell (23rd), Ethel Mitchell of Where are
(28"), Margaret Clark and Geoffrey Myburgh you? led '
(30™). May all by Ken and Sheila |
your birthdays be Coleman from South Point Church,
touched with the Old Mutual in Pinelands . The main sub-

jects were Adam & Eve, Martha & Mary, and the
Prodigal Son. Visits included the gardens, the
strawberry farm and lunch at Victoria Bay. A
lovely outing well worth repeating. Thank you,
Nora and Dougie, for reminding us about that
little gem of peace.

Gordon Clow and his daughter, Sheila, flew
to Kwazulu-Natal for the wedding of his great-
niece in the Natal Midlands. The spirit of the
occasion was not dampened by the mist and

spirit of Christ-
mas.

Nora and
Douglas Herbert
reported that they
had gone by Inter-
cape Sleep Liner
along with sister
Linda, Tina and

Dora and . . .
senior citizens rain, nor by a guest having to have his car pulled
from other out of a ditch, nor by the Minister being unable to
churches to Carmel, near George for six land! Gordon and Sheila were glad that Durban
days of lovely accommodation, fascinating views, airport was not closed until the day after they left!
good food, well-arranged worship and May you know all the blessings of Christmas
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