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$ s I write this, my eighth great-nephew was born 
just over 24 hours ago (seen above with brother, 
Luke Garrod). 

Like me, he is a ‘laat-lammetjie’ and just               
when his two brothers are entering their teenage 
years and becoming more independent, his mom 
received the surprising news that he would be 
joining the family!  So—my niece must have felt 
that her own freedom was soon to be seriously 
curtailed by nighttime feeds and the patter of               
another pair of little feet. 

Now as she holds her infant son in her arms, 
those thoughts are probably disappearing fast as    
it becomes evident how much he depends on her 
for his every need.  Love overwhelms as the little 
face searches for hers. 

In his book, Love Beyond Reason, John Ortberg 
writes that one of the miracles of life is that God 
pays attention to us. This is why the writers of 
Scripture speak so often of God’s face. ‘This is the 
hope of the great priestly blessing that God Him-
self taught the people of Israel: 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn His face toward you 
and give you peace. 

To turn your face toward someone is to give 
that person your whole-hearted, undivided atten-
tion.'  God wants to lavish this kind of attention            
on us because He is fully devoted to being with 
us. But so often we turn away, preferring to be        
independent, doing things in our own strength! 

God is waiting for us to cry out.  Just like that 
newborn baby, He wants us to be totally depend-
ent on Him, contrary to our fleshly nature to be 
otherwise. We would do well to not rely on our 
own esteem, own security and own control of our 
lives. 

Isaiah 30:18-19 (The Message): 
But God's not finished. He's waiting around  

to be gracious to you. 
He's gathering strength to show mercy to you. 

God takes the time to do  
everything right—everything. 

Those who wait around for Him  
are the lucky ones. 

Are we willing to cry out like David: ‘Lord, I            
have no other way besides you’?  Can we, just      
like a baby seeking the face of his parent, allow 
ourselves to seek His face and depend on Him      
for all our needs? 

- Cheryl Anderson 

���%�&���'
���

(�)����������*���
 

+ �������������	�
����
��
������
�����������	�������
���	�����������������
���	��������	���������

����������	�����
�������
���������������������
�����

 

- Origin unknown, sent in by Judy Sewell 
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- Origin unknown  
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- Anthea Webb 

/  am sure many of us are familiar with the Table of Kindred and Affinity which                         
dictates who may not marry whom and is included in Canon 34 of the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa. I have noticed that there are one or two omissions:   

A man, for example, may not marry his atmatertera  (great-grandfather’s grand-
mother’s sister), or a woman her atpatruus  (great-grandfather’s grandfather’s 
brother). Perhaps that is stating the obvious, as are some of the other prohibitions, 
that's why it isn't mentioned. I can imagine that such a prospect would give anyone a 
Malneirophrenia ( depression following a nightmare) or even hypnopompic  stress 
(pertaining to hallucinations occurring immediately after waking and persisting until fully awake), as             
opposed to a sense of eunelrophrenia  (peace of mind after a pleasant dream).  

All this, of course, is a load of brimborion  (useless or nonsensical information) which you will be       
glad to know if the idea has caused you a severe attack of maschalephidrosis  (massive sweating of 
the armpits). 

- Till next month, Mike Bamford  
Administrator of St John’s Parish, Wynberg 
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* od’s almighty wisdom is always active and 
never fails.  All His works of creation, providence 
and grace display it, and until we can see it in 
them, we are just not seeing them straight.  But 
we cannot recognise God’s wisdom unless we 
know the end for which He is working. 

Here many go wrong.  Misunderstanding what  
the Bible means when it says that God is love            
(1 John 4:8-10), they think that God intends a 
trouble-free life for all.  Hence they conclude that 
anything painful and upsetting (illness, accident, 
injury, job loss, the suffering of a loved one)                   
indicates either that God’s wisdom or His power, 
or both, have broken down.  Or they conclude 
that God, after all, does not exist. 

But this idea of God’s intention is a complete  
mistake.  God’s wisdom is not pledged to keep               
a fallen world happy.  Not even to Christians                  
has He promised a trouble-free life; rather the              
reverse.  He has other ends in view for life in this 
world than simply to make it easy for everyone. 

Job 13:15: 
Though He slay me, Yet will I hope in Him. 

- Extract from JI Packer’s: 
Knowing God Through the Year                     
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- Origin unknown, sent in by Mike Bamford 
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( ast month we missed a very important birthday: 
Caitlin OBray, our youngest regular Wednesday            
attender, was 12 years old on 29 September.                   
With a ready smile and desire to serve she is a 
combination of Martha and Mary.  Congratulations 
Caitlin—we all love you.  

This month Glenys Dryden was one year older        
on 18th October as were Kathy Weitz (19th),            
Dorothy Harris (23rd), Hazel Peterson (24th) and 
Judy Jenkins (29th).  We wish you blue skies and 
calm waters in the year ahead.  It was good to                   
have Glenys’ sister Meryl from Margate, KZN                  
worshipping with us recently! 

Coughs and colds have competed with stormy 
weather to reduce numbers temporarily and we                   
rejoice in the promise of warmer weather to come.  
It was good to have Helen Myburgh back after her 
severe bronchitis, but Jim Michael is still struggling 
with breathing and circulation and would value your 
prayers. 

In the October issue Pippen Hill kindly shared 
with us her 90+ years of family, a window of history 
in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) 
and it was just mentioned that it was while she was 
staying with her mother that she first came to Christ 
Church.  But it was in 1974, after her mother died, 
when she and her husband came down from               
Rhodesia to live with her sister, Mildred, in 
Newlands, that she became a member. David Prior 
was minister-in-charge and he was joined by Ernie 
Ashcroft who conducted the funeral of Pippen’s           
husband, Raymond Hill, in 1977.  

At that time the Wednesday congregation num-
bered about 20. The ‘senior’ ladies sat in the choir 
stalls being nearer to the communion table, before      
it was brought forward. It was always a communion 
service but without music or hymns.  Then Gwen 
Bands played the piano.  She was followed by              
Eileen Gleimius who taught Helen Myburgh to use 
the new electric piano and Helen still plays but 
would be glad if someone would volunteer to assist. 

To return to Pippen’s story—there was always tea 
after the service.  Originally it was served in the                
vestry, which was where the side chapel is now, but 
with the alterations to the church and the increase in 
numbers tea has been moved to The Annexe, using 
the Bruce Evans room and garden. 

Initially the minister was assisted by a lay minister 

John Schuster, and he and his wife Marjorie                       
organised Felicitas, an afternoon of entertainment 
and fellowship for the elderly.  This was on a                   
Saturday afternoon four times a year ‘and jolly 
good too’!  The ladies also joined with St John's      
in the Anglican Women's Fellowship which                  
usually met at Christ Church once a month and 
included the sale of cakes, sewing, etc. for church 
funds. Eventually it closed down for lack of people 
to take responsibility for organising it. 

When John Schuster retired, Pippen became 
lay minister and carried out her various duties 
faithfully until she eventually retired about 2002 
although she is still a most regular attender on 
Sunday and Wednesday to this day. 

This brief sketch has done less than justice                
to a life that has contributed and continues to          
contribute to the well-being of others. We salute 
you Pippen and pray that you will continue to 
know God’s gracious blessings on every aspect          
of your life.  
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Matthew 5:6 
(Photograph of Pippen on next page) 

See also Christ Church Kenilworth :  
100 years of God’s Grace, pages 63-64] 

- Donald 
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- Origin unknown, sent in by Daphne Burger 
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       - Extract from Expecting Adam by Martha Beck, 
sent in by Sally Palmer 
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- Jesus, in John 15: 9, 12 
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- Email to Geka Flegg by daughter-in-law, Sarah, 
following the article last month, Visit to Brazil, in 

which Geka describes the wedding of                                   


